
Village of Alfred, New York 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Minutes of Initial Meeting, Wednesday,18 July 2012 
 

1. Call to Order, Determination of a Quorum 
Present: Philip Prigmore, Terry Palmiter, Galen Brooks, Sherman Clarke. Guests: Alan Griffin, 
Virginia Rasmussen. All commissioners were present. The meeting was called to order at 11:02 
am. Griffin was present at the beginning of the meeting to answer any questions about the 
proposals; Rasmussen was present later in the meeting. 
 
2. Election of Chair 
Philip Prigmore was elected Chair of the commission. 
 
3. Election of Secretary 
Sherman Clarke was elected Secretary of the commission. 
 
4. Review of HPC Duties 
The commission was established by Local Law No. 3 of 2010 and is appointed "to approve the 
site plan of applicants for tax exemption." The board will meet as warranted by incoming 
applications for tax exemption. Each application will be judged by the checklist criteria. 
Following discussion, it was determined that the commission might be asked for advice on 
historic preservation matters by the Village Planning Board or Village Board of Trustees. 
 
5. Review of Criteria for Approval/Denial of Applications for Tax Exemption 
Prigmore prepared a checklist for commission consideration in dealing with applications. The 
areas of consideration are: whether the property is a designated landmark and/or is a contributing 
building in the village historic district; whether the Village Code Enforcement Officer has 
approved the work; whether the Village Planning Board has approved the work if applicable; 
whether the work meets or exceeds the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties; whether the work is being done to protect a local cultural resource; and 
whether the application is being submitted prior to commencement of construction. The checklist 
will be posted on the village website.  
 
6. Approve/Deny the Application for Tax Exemption: 63 South Main Street 
Following discussion based on the application and the checklist, the application for 63 South 
Main Street was approved. The project involves rehabilitating the Queen Anne eclectic house 
which includes two apartments. The property is a contributing building in the village historic 
district, meets the administrative criteria, and a letter from the National Park Service states that 
the project meets the Secretary of the Interior's applicable standards. The motion was made by 
Brooks and seconded by Clarke, and passed unanimously. 
 
7. Approve/Deny the Application for Tax Exemption: 64 South Main Street 
Following discussion based on the application and the checklist, the application for 64 South 
Main Street was approved. The project involves rehabilitating the Italianate William O. Place 
House which includes two apartments as well as repairing the small (non-functional) garage. The 
property is a contributing building in the village historic district, meets the administrative 



criteria, and a letter from the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation states that the project meets the Secretary of the Interior's applicable standards and 
is "consistent with the historic character of this building and the Alfred Village Historic District." 
The motion was made by Palmiter and seconded by Clarke, and passed unanimously. 
 
[The approvals will be passed on to village government by the completion and filing of the 
"Historic Property Preservation Tax Exemption" form with the Village Clerk.] 
 
8. Set the Date and Time for the Next Meeting 
The commission is responsive and will next meet when another application for tax exemption 
has been presented to the Village, or as otherwise warranted. 
 
9. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 11:58 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sherman Clarke 
Secretary 
20 July 2012 


