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AVOIDABLE ALARM SYSTEM REGULATION
. SECTION 1.  TITLE ¢

This Local Law ‘ahali be known as the "Local Law.Regulating Alarm Syetém‘a"
in the Village of Alfred.: .
',r

SECTION 2.  PURPOSE

safety and general welfare of the residents of the Village of Alfred by reducing.
the' number of avoidable alarms to emergency. agencies, Avoidable alarms
contribute to ineffective 'util_ization of public Bafety, manpower, and equipment.
In eddition, avoldable alarms require emergency responaes which may contribute
to a high accident rate .end delayed résponses to genuine emergencies. Thié law

. seeks to ensure that police, fire and ambulance facilities will be available ‘to
dispatch police, fire and ambulance ‘persomnel for actual emergencies and to
alleviate the nuisance of. audible alarms in the Village. Another purpose of thig
local law is to provide the Village with the hames of responasible ‘people to
‘contact in case of activation of an alarm.

SECTION 3,  DEFINITIONS.

. A8" used in thie local law, the following terms shall have the meanings
indicated; g i - . . . ;

ALARM AUTHORIZATION: The written authorization (State Law,
Section),: granted to any person,  business, firm,_
corporation, ér other entity to install, maintain, or cause
to be insta.l_.'léd or maintained in his/her place of residence
or business, any police, fire, or medical emergency- alarm
device, devicea, or eystem of. poliece, fire, or medical
emergency alarm dévices as an alarm system, ' .

ALARM SYSTEM: . A device or an asgembly ofj,equ:‘_.pmentwhich-

emits an audible response, - which is . intended to. alér
persons outside. a premises cor individual living- area’ i
gpartment, to-.the existence- of - a-hazard or emergency ‘o
which . 1is intended to - elert .’ emergeficy - agencics - b
gutbmat;_ic_al;y “dialing 'an- émegg_g_ﬁcy- 8gency. or -reporting a1y

K
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elarms to emergency agencies or which is directly connected
to a communications center or other Emergency agency.

ALARM USER: Any person who owns, leases, or USes an alarm
system within the Village of Alfred, except for a peraon
whose elarm system is on a motor vehicle or is & proprietary
system. If, however, an alarm system on a motor vehicle is
connected with an elarm system at a premiges (other than a
troprietary eystem), in the Village of Alfred, the person
using such system 1s an "alarm user".

AUTOMATTC DIAL ALARM: Any police, fire or emergency medical
alarm device. which 1s a telephone device or telephone
attachment that automatiecally or electronically transmits a
signal to pre-selected telephone lines connected to a
central alarm’station or police depertment and reproduces a
pre-recorded message to report a criminel aet or other
emergency requiring police, fire, or medical emergency
response, :

AVOIDABLE ALARM: The activation of an alarm system through
mechanical failure, malfunction, improper inatallation,
false alarm, "or the negligence of the owner, user,
custodian, or lessee of an slarm system, or of his/her
employees or agents or through any other cause, which,
through direct’ connection to an emergency agency or through
notification of an emergency agency by a private answering
point or automatic dialing device or through notification to
an emergency agency by any second party or means indicates
that an emergency situation exists requiring response within
the Villege when, in fact, an emergency situation does not
exist. An "avoidable elarm" salso includes the knowing or
intenticnal activation of an alarm to an emergency agency
when the activetor knows that an emergency situation does
not exist., An "avoidable alarm" does not inelude alarms
activated by violent conditions or nature sueh a8
hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquekes, or any other similar
cause beyond the control of the user of the alarm system.
Activation of an slarm system under any circumstances which
the activator reasonsbly believes that an emergency
aituation exists is not an "avoideble alarm."
Notwithstanding any language to the contrary, the defective
installation of an alarm eystem, the failure to repalr or
cause to be repaired an alarm syatem, or the use of
defective equipment in connection with an alarm system shall
not constitute an extraordinary circumstance beyond the
reasonable control of the alerm user.

CENTRAL ALARM STATION: Any f‘aéility operated by a private

firm that owns or lemses a system of police, fire, or
medical emergency alarm devices, which facility is manned by
operators who receive, record, or validate alarm signals to
the Police Department or Fire Department, or appropriate
emergency agency.

EMERGENCY AGENCY: Any Police Department, Fire Department,
or other law énforcement agency or ambulance company (public
or private), .or other agency summoned to respond to an
emergency sitpation and any public safety answering point
service in the.Village,

ISSUING AUTHORITY: The Village of Alfred.



ISSUING OFFICE: The Office of the Clerk of the Village of
Alfred.

LOCAL ALARM SYSTEM: A wsilgnaling system which, when
activeted, cmauses an audible signaling device to be
activated outside the premises, individual living area or
apartment, within which the system is installed.

NOTICE ADDRESS: The address which an alarm user designates
on the application for & written authorization as the
address to which notices asre to be sent,

PERSON: Any person, firm, partnership, corporation,
association, company, or organization or any kind.

PﬁIVATE ANSWERING POINT: A business which offers the
service of receiving emergency signals, monitoring seid
signals, and relaying them to an emergency agency.

PROPRIETARY SYSTEM: An alarm, sounding and/or recording
within the premises, individual living area or apartment,
protected by -the alarm, which is not intended to alert
persons outside of the premises, or individual living area
or apartment -in which the alarm system is located, of a
possible hazard and not intended to alert an emergency
egency; the econtrol center being under the supervision of
the proprietor of the protected premises., If a "proprietary
system" includes & signal 1ine connected directly or by
meana of an automatic device to an €mergency agency or to a
private answering point or to a local alarm system, 1t
hereby becomeahan "alarm system" ms defined by this law,

SMOKE AND/OR ° HEAT DETECTOR: Any device which, when
activated by fire, smoke, or other emergency, 1s designated
to alert only the occupants of the building in which the
smoke and/or heat detectors are installed, of =maid
emergency, '

VILLAGE: The Village of Alfred.

SECTION 4,  EXEMPTIONS - -

‘ A. The provisions of this local law shall not apply to proprietary
systems. ’ .

B. Written authorization shall be required for all alarm systemsa including
those loceted in buildings of federal, state, local  governmental agencies or
authorities, or public or private elementary schools, and said alarms shall be
subject to the fines and .penalties herein provided for avoidable alarms,

SECTION 5. WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION

No pereon shall own, uee, lease, operate, or maintain an alarm system,
other than a proprietaﬁyfsyatem, within the Village of Alfred unless such person
shall have first obtained the issuing office written authorization for such
alarm, ag herein provided.



SECTION 6,  APFLIGATION FOR WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION

A. In order to obtain written authorization, any person who inatalls,
upgradea, and/or operates an alarm. system, ehall submit an application Tor guch
written authorization in the form designated by the Village, whieh applieation
ohall eontain the following:

1}). The name, home address, and telephons number of the
person applying for the permit.

2}. The addresa'of the premises upon which tha alarm eystem
ie or will be located.

3). The eddress to which notices required under this local
law shall be sent.

4y, The type of alarm system for which written
authorization is sought.

5). The name 6f the alarm business or businesses selling,
installing, monitoring, inspecting, responding to and/or
maintaining the alarm gystem, if applieable.

6). The name, address, and telephone number of a minimum of
two (2) or more perscne who can be reached at any time and
who are authorized by the owner of the premises in which the
eystem is installed, to open the premises and will be
present at the premises at any time an emergency agency
responds to an alarm system.

7). Plan for “eafely sllencing a locel alarm system as soon
as possible, or a maximum. audible time of five (5) minutes
(except for fire systems).

8). Any other' information relating to the alarm system or
user as the Village may require.

B. The Information required on the written authorization shall be treated
as confidential and shall not be made available to members of the general
public. The Village Board finds that the release of euch information would
constitute an unwanted invasion of perscnal privacy and could endanger the life
or safety of persons at the premises where an alarm system is located. The
information on an authorization application shall be used only for public safety
purposes.

C. Upon the issuing office receiving the properly executed request for
authorization application, the issuing office shall issue written authorization
to the applicant, Written authorization shall be kept on the premises where the
alarm system is located and shall be made available for inspection.

SECTION 7.  DURATION OF;WHITTEN AUTHORIZATION

An'alarm written authorization shall expire on May 31 next following its
date of iasuence.

Il

SECTION 8. RENEWAL OF AUTHORIZATION )

Subject to the prﬁviaions of this local law and upon approval of the
appropriate requirements as stipulated hereof, and the excessive use fee, if
any, & written authorization may be renewed by the alarm user.



SECTION 9. NOTICE OF EXOESSIVE USE

The alarm wosr shall be notifled in wrlting, by means of FIPSC cluse mail,
peni. to thé nokiar addvsss listed on tha au*:ﬁaz-:'.zal:ion applieationr when an
slerm uper has had thres [3) avoigdspls alarms Ouring the year. The notlce shall
inform the alarm uger thot additianal avaidabla alarms will aubject the alarm
user to the exceesive use fee as apecifisd by this local law for each addiilonal
avoidable glarm. At the end of the quthorization vear, sach alawm usar chell be
notified of the number of avoidable alerms incurred during the preceding year as
well 88 the amount due for the previous vear's oxceseive use fee. The notice
ehall be in writing and ehall be sent by Tirst class maill to the notice address
1isted on the application. All money shall be due within thirty (30) daya from
the date, K the notice was mailed,

"SECTION 10,  EXCESSIVE USE FEE
Gver three {3) avoldable fire alarms......$100.00 fee per slarm.

Four to nine (4-9) avoldable alarms of

other types......... e teitesisanoanana ++++$100.00 fee per alarm.
Ten (10) or more avoidaeble alarms of
other types....cvvvevesnans e $250.00 fee per alarm end
'glarm permit subject to
revocation.

SECTION 11.. REVOCATION OF WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION

Written authorization shall be revoked whenever ten (10) or more avoildable
alarms are recorded for a system in any one (1) authorization year. Notice of
such revocation shall be sent via first class, certified, return receipt
requested mail to the notice address listed on the authorization ampplication st
least fifteen (15) days before the revocation takes effact. The alarm user may
reinstate authorization by the payment of excessive yse fee for each avoidable
algrm in excess of three. (3) (the excessive use fee shall be as specified in
Section 10 of this local law), and by submission of proof that modifications
have been made to the alarm system or other steps have been effected 80 as to
reduce the number of avoidable alarms. An alarm authorization shall not be
revoked under this Section if said alarm system is required by federal, state,
or local law. However, all other provisions of this local law shall apply to
such systems and the user thereof shall remain responsible for the payment of
all authorized fees. B

SECTION 12, ENFORCEMENT

Any emergency agencf as herein defined desiring to initiate enforcement of
this law against an alari user who has generated avoidable alarme shall comply
with the following requipement:

A. The emergency agency shall send to the issuing office an
alarm incident report containing the information required in
Section 14 within seven (7) daye of the alarm call.

B. A copy of the avoidable alarm incident report shall be
mailed by the emergency agency, vis first class, certified,
return receipt. requested mail, to the alerm user to the
notice address listed on the euthorization application.

C. An alarm user receiving a notice of an avoldable alarm
may challenge such classification by notifying the emergency
agent in writing, specifying in deteil the reasons why the
alleged avoidable alarm should not be B0 classified. The
challenging notice must be received by the emergency agent
within twenty (20) days after notification to the alarm
user. A meeting may be requested by the alarm user with the
notice., The failure to give timely notice shall be deemed a
waiver of the right to challenge the classification, The
meeting shall be before the Village Board.



D. Within thirty (30) days after receipt of & notice from
an alarm user challenging the claseification of an alarm as
an gvoidable glarm, the emergency aponey shall make a Pinal
determination, which ohall be roviewable by the Yillage
Board.

E. Within ten (10) days after a final determinstion has
been made by the emergency agency and/or Village Board, a
copy thereof shall be filed with the iseuing office and a
copy mailed or otherwise given to the alarm user.

SECTION 13. AVOIDABLE ALARM INCIDENT REPORT

Whenever an emergency agency files an avoidable alarm report, such report
shall -contain the followlng information:

A. The alarm user's name and address.
B, The date and location of the avoidable alarm,

C. The reasons why the alarm was determined to be an
avoidable alarm.

D. Any othef pertinent information.

SECTION 14. AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE BOARD

The Villege Board of the Villagé of Alfred may develop procedures for the
purpose of implementing or providing clarification For Section 13 and Section 14
of this local law. - ’

SECTION 15. CONNECTfONS TO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

Alarm systems which are interconnected or otherwise transmit signals
d;rectly to an Emergency Communications Center shall be subject to the laws,
rules, regulations, and penalties adopted by the Municipality relating to such
systems,

SECTION 16. LOCAL ALARMS

A. All local alarm systems shall become deactivated and silenced after a
period of five (5) minutes unless the local alarm system can be safely silenced
sooner (except for fire aystems). :

B. Police and/or fire officials may disable an sudible alarm signal thst
has not been silenced to the expiration of the five (5} minute period and shall
not be liable for any damage that may result.

SECTION 17.  PENALTIES FOR OFFENSE

A. In addition to any other fees or penalties provided for in this local
law, a violation of Section 5 of this law shall be deemed an offense and shall

be punishable by a mandatory fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars (8100},
nor more than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250); provided, however, that no
person shall be charged with such offense until fifteen (15) working daye after
notice to sald person' that he/she is required to obtain written authorization
and further provided that no charge shall be filed against a person so notified
if he/she obtains written authorization during said@ Fifteen {15) day period. A
person found guilty of violating Section 5 shall not be excused from obtaining
the required written authorization.



B. ARy glarm supplier and/or installer end/or rvepgirman and/or eentral
dispatch atation which manufactures, comstructe, inetalle, repaire, or otherwileg
monltors glarm Systems Or devices for use in the Village of Alfred without o
valid written authorization lasued by the Village ohall be goilty =f a violmtion

ond shall 96 oubject 1o & Tine of not more than Two Humdred Doliars [3200).
SECTION 10, DUTIES OF IDSUING OFTIGHE

. It shall bec the duty of the 1ssulng office to malntaln a record of alarm
permita isdued and to make a monthly report of the pame to the Village of Alfred

and notify the necessary department.
SECTION 19,  APPLIGABILITY

The provisions of and requirements of this local law shall apply to all
porsons who are slarm users on the effective date of' this law and to all persons

who subsequently become slarm users.
SECTION 20. SEVERABILITY

If any section, subééction, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this local
lew 1s for any reason held to be invalid by any court of competent Jurisdiction,
such decision shell not effect the validity of the remaining portions of this
law.

SECTION 21.  RESTRICTION ON LIABILITY OF POLICE DEPARTMENT, FIRE DEPARTMENT,
AND VILLAGE .

The Alfred Police Department, the Alfred Fire Department, and the Village
of Alfred shall teke every reasonable precaution to assure that emergency alarm
asignals received by the Village are given appropriate and immediate attention.
Nevertheless, the Village shall not be liable for eny defects in operation.of
emergency alarm systems, for any failure to respond appropriately, or any errant
response, upon receipt of any emergency alarm signel, nor for the failure or
defect of any system in respect to the instellation, operation, or maintensance
of equipment, the transmission of alarm signals or messages or the relaying of
such signals or messages. In the event that the Village finds it necessary:to
disconnect a defective automatic or signaling device, the Village ehall incur no
ligbility therefrom.

SECTION 22. WHEN EFFECTIVE

This local law shgll be effective immediately wupon its filing with the
Secretary of State.



